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instead of protecting the caravans, as his office should have
obliged him to, attempted to plunder it, especially us who
were strangers and some few merchants, whom he designed
should pay the whole demand. For this purpose he made
me a visit and told me he wanted to borrow of the French-
man and me an hundred fundiklees1, which is about fifty
pounds, promising to give us an account of this money when
he came to Aleppo. I w^as unwilling to comply with this
exorbitant request, though I knew some of the merchants
had submitted to pay wiiat he had allotted for their share.
I told him w^e were no merchants, nor had brought any money
to lend, but were willing to pay our proportion, if he would
tax the whole caravan to raise the money which he wranted,
and which ought to be in proportion to the number of camels
belonging to each person in it. This answer was very far
from satisfying the Sheik, for I was to understand before he
left us that, if we did not advance the sum which he de-
manded, he would leave the Frenchman and myself in the
desert. This threat of his, I must confess, startled me a little,
and made me reflect that he had the law in his own hands,
and that it wTould be best to make the matter up as well as
I could. With this intent I desired the Frenchman to lend
me fifty fundicklees out of the sixty wilich he was possessed
of, for I had only fifteen dollars of my o\vn, hoping we might
have got off for one half. But the above sum being Monsieur's
all, he declared he would stand it out and not lend the Sheik
a single fundicklee on his own account, but that he would
trust me with the whole and to do what I pleased with,
provided he run no risk himself.
Upon this I accepted of the fifty fundicklees, and put them
into the hands of a merchant as so much lent to the Sheik,
to supply his present exigency, expecting to have it returned
when we came to Aleppo; and at the same time used all the
arguments I could to excuse the Frenchman from paying
anything. But this proposition the Sheik would by no means
comply with; for though he himself did not understand what
1 Arabic fundugft^ a small Turkish gold coin (see Encyclopaedia of
Islam, s.v.).